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THE DIGITAL SCHOOL

FOREWORD

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF LEARNING

Omar Sultan Al Olama

Minister of State for Artificial
Intelligence, Digital Economy
and Remote Work Applications
of the UAE, Chairman of The
Digital School Board

At the heart of The Digital School is a
guiding principle: that every child -
regardless of geography, background
or circumstance - deserves access to
quality education. This belief has been
the foundation of our work since
inception and continues to drive our

mission as we scale our efforts globally.

In an increasingly complex and
fast-changing world, education
systems must be agile, inclusive and
future-ready. The Digital School was
established to meet this challenge -
not as a short-term solution, but as a
sustainable and scalable model for
delivering impactful learning. Through
the integration of technology, global
collaboration and data-driven
innovation, we are redefining how
education can reach those who have
traditionally been underserved.

Our approach extends beyond
digital content delivery. We are
focused on strengthening education
ecosystems, empowering educators
and enabling lifelong learning
opportunities in communities with
limited access. We remain committed
to not only broadening reach but
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also ensuring quality, upholding
dignity and reinforcing the principle
that education is a fundamental
human right and a cornerstone of
human potential.

This report highlights our progress
in 2024 - progress made possible
through the shared commitment of
governments, educators, donors, and
volunteers who support our vision. As
we move forward, our objective
remains clear: to create a world where
learning knows no boundaries.

Thank you for being part of this
journey. Together, we are shaping the
future of education.

INTRODUCTION

AYEAR OF IMPACT: ADVANCING DIGITAL
EDUCATION FOR A MORE EQUITABLE FUTURE

Dr Waleed Al Ali

Secretary General of
The Digital School

As we reflect on The Digital School’s
remarkable journey throughout 2024,
I am proud to share a year defined by
transformative impact, global
recognition and unwavering
commitment to educational equity.

Among our most significant
milestones this year was receiving full
institutional accreditation from the
New England Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC), a powerful
endorsement of our academic
integrity, operational excellence and
student-focused mission. We were
further honoured to receive NEASC'’s
prestigious 1885 Exemplary Service to
Education Award, a distinction
recognising our innovative role in
shaping the future of digital learning.

In 2024, The Digital School
extended its reach to 12 new
countries, expanding our partnerships
to a total of 20 countries and directly
benefitting 485,560 learners and
educators. We also equipped 581
schools and learning spaces with
digital tools and support, ensuring
quality education is accessible to all
through the power of digital learning.

2024 PROGRESS REPORT DRIVING THE FRONTIERS OF DIGITAL LEARNING

Throughout the year, we
implemented a wide range of
impactful initiatives aimed at
strengthening digital education
ecosystems and empowering
students and educators alike.
Highlights include the successful
Donate Your Own Device (DYOD)
campaign, which collected over
50,000 devices to help bridge the
digital divide, and the launch of the
Lebanon Education Continuity
Project, ensuring uninterrupted
learning for students during
emergencies. These efforts were
complemented by programmes such
as the Digital Educator Global
Academy, which advanced teacher
development at scale, and the
Digital Education Dialogues podcast,
which fostered critical conversations
on the future of learning.

Each of the achievements outlined
in this report reflects the dedication
of our team and partners globally and
our shared belief that education is a
right, not a privilege. Through our
collective efforts, we are building a
more inclusive, connected and
empowered future for all learners.
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485,560

AYEAR OF GROWTH
& REFLECTION

STUDENT BENEFICIARIES

11,465

BENEFICIARIES OF

In 2024, The Digital School (TDS) marked
a year of exceptional achievement,
earning international recognition and
THE launching impactful global initiatives. It

DIGITAL EDUCATOR became the first digital education

PROGRAMME

institution to receive academic

3,646

DEVICES DISTRIBUTED

accreditation from the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges
(NEASC) - see page 13 for more
information. It also became the first

25,765

DIGITAL LESSONS
CURATED

entity outside of the United States to win
NEASC’s 1885 Award for Exemplary
Service to Education, and was featured in
the Stanford Social Innovation Review for
advancing equitable access. In addition,

581

DIGITAL LEARNING
SPACES EQUIPPED

TDS launched the revamped Digital
Educator Global Academy and the
Lebanon Education Continuity Project. It
deepened its partnership with Jordan’s
Ministry of Education to fully digitise the
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® EXISTING COUNTRY
PARTNERSHIPS
Egypt, Jordan, Mauritania,
Iraqg, Lebanon, Colombia,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan

® NEW COUNTRIES IN 2024
Lesotho, Zambia, Namibia,
Angola, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Eswatini, Uganda

Seychelles, Indonesia, Zimbabwe,

Mauritius, Madagascar

Emirati-Jordanian refugee camp school
and rolled out the Donate Your Own
Device campaign, recycling over 50,000
devices for underserved learners.
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International accreditation
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1885 Award for Exemplary
Service to Education
from NEASC

Recognised in the
Stanford Social
Innovation Review
as a top global initiative
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The Digital School is the first
accredited hybrid online
school, offering flexible, high-
quality education through
innovative digital ecosystems
and partnerships that enhance
access and learning outcomes

02 -pigital'school

ABOUT TDS

TDS’S VISION

Since its establishment in November
2020, The Digital School has been
guided by a bold and inspiring vision,
shaped by the words of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE, Ruler of Dubai,
at its launch: “Our goal is to bring
digital learning to new horizons, as
it is the education of the future and
the future of education.”

TDS aims for more than just
creating an online learning
platform. Its mission is to design and
deliver a complete model for digital
education - one that serves
marginalised communities around
the world. This model focuses on
using practical, accessible digital
tools to make high-quality learning
available to those who need it most.

By rethinking how education is
delivered, TDS works to close the
global education gap and ensure
that every learner, regardless of
their location or circumstances,
has the opportunity to thrive in a
digital future.

o
\\a\""’a
20

KNOWLEDGE &
UNDERSTANDING

4o
4p
LT
»

&

ATTRIBUTES OF
TDS SELF-DIRECTED
LEARNER

RENEURIAL
ENTREPRENEURCET
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TDS’S APPROACH
TO EDUCATION

The Digital School’s approach to
education is built on a clear and
practical framework that shapes
teaching, learning, curriculum and
assessment. It is rooted in proven
international models and standards,
such as the International
Baccalaureate, the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges
and the National Standards for Quality
Online Learning, while staying flexible
and adaptable to real-world contexts.

A key part of TDS’s strategy is
localisation. Education is not one-size-
fits-all, so TDS tailors its programmes
to fit the specific needs, resources and
realities of each community it works
with. This approach helps TDS deliver
high-quality, scalable education in
20 partner countries worldwide.

Alongside this, TDS has defined
what it means to be a self-directed
learner in diverse contexts. Its students,
communities and environments are
incredibly varied, so rather than trying
to fit everyone into a single mould, TDS
has identified a shared set of learner
attributes that reflect the kind of
impact it aims to achieve. At TDS,
success is about empowering students
so that they are resilient, digitally
literate, globally aware and equipped
with the skills they need to thrive in a
changing world.

By the end of 2024, The Digital
School has reached more than
485,000 beneficiaries with self-
directed online learning, trained and
certified over 11,000 digital educators
and created a library of more than
25,000 digitised lessons - bringing
meaningful learning to those who
need it most.
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TDS EDUCATION FRAMEWORK

The Digital School Education Framework comprises four models that define
TDS’s approach to Learning, Teaching, Curriculum and Assessment, with
The Digital School self-directed learner at the centre.

LEARNING MODEL
Focuses on the development of

students’ self-directed learning skills
and their ability to plan, prepare,
investigate, apply, connect and reflect

CURRICULUM MODEL

Defines TDS’s curriculum and content

design, the learning pathways for students

and how beneficiaries are counted, and

facilitates students’ learning journeys within

their national curriculum

SELF-DIRECTED

TEACHING MODEL

Describes the learning environments
TDS facilitates and defines the TDS
professional development course
sequence and extended Digital
Educator Global Academy

TDS ASSESSMENT MODEL

Defines TDS’s approach to assessing
student learning, as well as the
recognitions and qualifications
students can gain

LEARNER

EDUCATION AT THE HEART OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Digital School believes that
education is key to building a
fair, sustainable future. By
preparing young people to
understand and tackle global
challenges, TDS aims to
empower a generation that can
shape a better world. Through
international programmes, the
School is committed to
supporting global sustainability
efforts, especially those
outlined in the United Nations
2030 Agenda. TDS’s work is
particularly aligned with four
key Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs):

1

QuALITY
EDUCATION

1]

PARTRERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

&

SDG 4: QUALITY EDUCATION

The aim of SDG 4 is to ensure that everyone has access to quality
education and opportunities for lifelong learning, regardless of their
gender, age, socioeconomic background or location. TDS’s programmes
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all.

SDG 9: INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

TDS contributes to this goal by creating innovative digital learning
tools, training educators and improving internet access in less
developed areas. These efforts support the development of resilient
infrastructure and promote innovation.

SDG 10: REDUCED INEQUALITIES

TDS helps reduce education inequality by offering equal opportunities
to marginalised learners, regardless of gender or background. Its
programmes support inclusive policies and actions that break down
barriers to quality education.

SDG 17: PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

TDS believes in the power of collaboration. By partnering with
governments, organisations and sponsors, TDS works to expand its
reach and achieve long-term, scalable impact through meaningful
global cooperation.

2024 PROGRESS REPORT DRIVING THE FRONTIERS OF DIGITAL LEARNING

CASE STUDY

DIGITAL LEARNING FOR REFUGEES

In Jordan and Lebanon, The Digital School is
bringing transformative digital education to
thousands of Syrian refugee children and
underserved learners, helping them
overcome the barriers of displacement and
limited access.

In Jordan, with the support of the Jordan
Ministry of Education and Emirates Red
Crescent, TDS is active in the Mrajeeb Al
Fhood refugee camp. With a mission to
provide quality digital education to

vulnerable communities, the initiative serves

students and teachers from low-income,
remote and displaced backgrounds. This
year, the programme enrolled 2,500
students, distributed 220 devices and
trained 101 teachers in digital education.
Content for all core subjects from Grades 1
to 12 was digitised, with 40 classrooms
upgraded with digital display projectors,
computers and Internet connectivity and
seven learning spaces transformed into fully
equipped computer labs.

In Lebanon, TDS reached over 10,000
students, set up 11 digital learning spaces
and trained 170 teachers. By supporting
remote learning with digital tools, reliable
connectivity and culturally relevant content,
TDS’s programme ensures that refugee
children have access to consistent, high-
quality education.

Together, these efforts are bridging
educational gaps, building scalable models
for digital learning in crisis-affected
communities and advancing the Sustainable
Development Goals.

) -
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THE POWER
OF ACCREDITATION

NEASC ACCREDITATION: WHAT IT MEANS

In 2024, The Digital School became
the first institution of its kind to earn
international academic accreditation
from the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges (NEASC). This
milestone confirms its position as a
global pioneer in delivering quality
digital education to underserved
communities across the globe.

Earning this accreditation means
that students at The Digital School
will graduate with internationally
recognised academic certificates,
boosting their opportunities to
pursue university studies, vocational
training or competitive jobs around
the world. More importantly, it
reflects TDS’s commitment to
providing inclusive, future-ready
education no matter the

Cameron C. Staples

CEO and President of the
New England Association
of Schools and Colleges

circumstances its students face,
particularly in underserved areas.
The rigorous accreditation journey
spanned three years and unfolded in
three key stages, involving extensive
field visits, in-depth audits and
continuous collaboration with NEASC
experts. This powerful accreditation
process ensured alignment with global
best practices tailored for digital
learning in marginalised settings.
Founded in 1885, NEASC is one of
the most respected accrediting bodies
in the world, with a presence in over
90 countries. Its endorsement is a
testament to TDS’s innovative and
effective education model, which meets
the highest international standards and
transforms lives through technology
and access.

THE DIGITAL SCHOOL MILESTONES ON THE
JOURNEY TO NEASC ACCREDITATION

March 2022
ELIGIBILITY VISIT

A
February 2022 ¢ E  May 2022

ELIGIBILITY STATUS
ACHIEVED

ELIGIBILITY
APPLICATION

March 2023 ¢ .

FOUNDATION VISIT
[0

May 2023 *

CANDIDATE STATUS
ACHIEVED
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e, April 2024

FULL ACCREDITATION
VISIT

@ ® May 2024

' FULL ACCREDITATION
STATUS ACHIEVED
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Strategic partnerships are at
the heart of The Digital School’s
mission, expanding access and
ensuring sustainable impact
through locally relevant and
globally informed digital
education solutions

Arizona State University
Prep Global Academy

Centre of Excellence
for Applied Research
and Training

Dubai Cares

0% DB

Dubai Future Foundation

Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid

[DlIIHIA D]
and Development
Sustainable Organisation
«'  Ecyclex

CYCLEX

(ﬁtﬁ;} Emirates
»~ Red Crescent

BT e e

@ Georgia Institute
of Technology

Mary Lou Fulton College
ESU for Innovation in Teaching
and Learning

Mastery Transcript
Consortium (a subsidiary of
Education Testing Services)

Southern African
Development Community

4~  World Food
Programme

TDS’S PARTNERS

The Digital School is dedicated to
achieving scalable and sustainable
impact through strategic
partnerships with international
NGOs, funding organisations, subject
matter experts and global education
leaders. These collaborations are
central to delivering innovative,
cost-effective solutions that expand
access to quality education in
underserved communities.

By working with trusted partners
who bring deep experience and
proven effectiveness, TDS has
developed a powerful model that
adapts to diverse learning
environments. These partnerships
enable the co-creation of tailored
programmes that combine global
best practices with local insights,
ensuring both relevance and long-
term sustainability.

These relationships drive knowledge
exchange, innovation and shared
responsibility for delivering impactful
results. Together, TDS and its partners
are setting new standards for inclusive
education and building a future where
every learner - regardless of
circumstance - has the opportunity to
succeed. Strategic partnerships are
not just part of TDS’s approach; they
are the foundation of its mission.

2024 PROGRESS REPORT DRIVING THE FRONTIERS OF DIGITAL LEARNING

A CLOSER LOOK:
EMIRATES RED
CRESCENT

In 2023, The Digital School
and the Emirates Red Crescent
launched a transformative
partnership at the World
Governments Summit, unveiling
a AED 100 million fund to
advance digital education
globally. The fund aims to
provide smart, flexible remote
learning to over one million
students, with a special focus
on crisis-affected regions and
areas lacking formal education
infrastructure. By leveraging
artificial intelligence and
modern digital technologies,
the fund seeks to develop
knowledge and skills among
underserved communities. The
collaboration also includes
the enhancement of logistical
operations and formation of a
dedicated team to coordinate
and implement the fund’s
activities. In line with the
Sustainable Development
Goals, this strategic alliance
underscores a commitment to
making education accessible
to anyone, anywhere, under
any circumstances.

15



Through the Digital
Educator Global Academy,
The Digital School equips
teachers worldwide with
digital skills to transform
learning and expand access
to quality education
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EMPOWERING
EDUCATORS

~-DEGA

wnod i alaall Gealisll denpaliil
Drigital EUCONDY Fhabal ASaTYe

11,465

BENEFICIARIES

30

COUNTRIES

80

HOURS OF CORE LEARNING
PER EDUCATOR

660,000

STUDENTS
INDIRECTLY IMPACTED*

*International research shows that, on
average, 66 students may benefit from one
successfully trained educator per year

“The Digital Educator Global Academy means a great deal to me as
a teacher. It represents a significant step forward in my professional
development and has equipped me with the tools and knowledge
necessary to thrive in a modern educational environment”

E Mokhehi, Teacher, Lesotho

DIGITAL EDUCATOR GLOBAL ACADEMY

With 11,465 beneficiaries across 30
countries in 2024, the Digital Educator
Global Academy (DEGA) is building a
global community of confident,
digitally skilled educators. Launched
in 2023 by The Digital School and
completely revamped in February
2024 with a state-of-the-art learning
management system, DEGA is the
world’s first professional development
initiative created specifically for
educators facing barriers to traditional
teaching methods. The Academy
equips teachers with the tools to
deliver inclusive, technology-driven
education to the world’s most
marginalised learners.

Developed in collaboration with
Arizona State University, DEGA’s
programmes are aligned with the
National Standards for Quality Online
Learning and follow a flexible model
that is self-paced and scalable. DEGA
offers multiple learning paths tailored
to administrators, teachers and
educational supervisors, so participants
can build the digital competencies
most relevant to their roles.

To ensure accessibility and
inclusivity, courses are offered in five
languages - Arabic, English, French,
Kurdish and Spanish - and can be
completed online, face-to-face orin
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a hybrid format. This flexibility enables
educators to access accredited,
certificated training regardless of their
location or circumstances.

By combining global best practices,
innovative delivery models and a
commitment to equity in education,
DEGA is reshaping how educators
teach and connect - empowering
them to lead meaningful change in
classrooms and communities around
the world.

DEGA PROVIDES

« Multi-lingual course catalogue

« Accredited and certificated digital
educator programme

« Wider topic-focused
enrichment curriculum

« Training-the-trainers and
evaluators course

+ Online access through an innovative
learning management system (LMS)
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THE DIGITAL SCHOOL

PARTNERSHIPS FOR DELIVERY

To deliver DEGA, The Digital School
leverages strategic partnerships
and collaborations with leading
institutions to ensure the
Academy’s programmes are
impactful, accessible and globally
recognised. These partnerships
enhance DEGA’s reach, quality and
sustainability, supporting educators
worldwide with transformative
digital learning opportunities.
Arizona State University (ASU) is
a key partner in the development
and delivery of DEGA’s programmes.
Through its ongoing strategic
agreement with TDS, ASU supports
the design of course content,
educator training and certification
processes, helping ensure DEGA’s
offerings meet the highest
international standards. ASU
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also contributes to curriculum
innovation and research to
advance digital education
practices. This collaboration
strengthens the Academy’s ability
to equip educators with essential
skills for digital teaching, while
expanding its reach in underserved
communities across the globe.

DEGA PARTNERS

« Arizona State University

« Edraak, an initiative of the Queen
Rania Foundation

« Southern Africa Development
Community

« UAE Government Experience
Exchange Programme

« World Food Programme

EDUCATOR STORY

A DIGITAL CHAMPION IN NAMIBIA

At DD Guibeb Primary School in Namibia,
Mr Taljaard Uaputuaka taught Information
and Communication using traditional
methods - printed textbooks, handwritten
notes and in-person lectures. Though
dedicated to his students, he felt limited in
how he could connect with and support
them, especially in an increasingly digital
world. That all changed when he joined the
Digital Educator Global Academy.

DEGA opened a new chapter in his
professional journey. Through the Academy,
he developed advanced digital skills,
discovered innovative teaching techniques
and gained access to a wealth of online
resources. These tools completely
transformed his teaching approach. His
classroom evolved into an interactive,
tech-enabled space where students
engaged through digital platforms,
multimedia presentations and
collaborative online tools. Learning
became more accessible and inclusive,
catering to a wide range of learning styles.

One of the most meaningful shifts was his
ability to teach digital safety. As more
students began using the internet for
learning, Mr Uaputuaka integrated lessons
on cybersecurity and responsible digital
behaviour into his curriculum, empowering
students to navigate the digital world
safely and ethically.

Professionally, DEGA helped him grow
into a leadership role. He emerged as a
Digital Champion Educator, confident in
using digital platforms and connected to a
global network of like-minded educators.
The experience not only elevated his
teaching practice but also opened new
opportunities for growth and influence in
the education sector.

Mr Uaputuaka’s journey with DEGA is a
testament to how empowering teachers
with the right tools can transform
classrooms and, more importantly, futures.
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STRATEGI
INITIATIVE

Through key initiatives,
campaigns and partnerships,
The Digital School is expanding
access to digital learning in
underserved communities and
promoting inclusive, global
digital education

-DYOD

Donate Your Own Device dljL_aigp 1i

50,000+

DEVICES COLLECTED

120 TONNES

OF E-WASTE RECYCLED
OR REPURPOSED

122 TONNES

OF CO2 EMISSIONS
AVOIDED

170,000 LITRES

OF FUEL CONSERVED

DONATE TO EDUCATE

To donate to the DYOD campaign,
visit the official website.

DONATE YOUR OWN DEVICE

Launched in 2024, the Donate Your
Own Device (DYOD) campaign marked
a significant milestone in The Digital
School’s mission to expand access to
digital learning while promoting
environmental sustainability. In less
than six months, the campaign, which
was launched in partnership with the
Emirates Red Crescent under the theme
‘Donate to Educate’, collected over
50,000 used electronic devices from
donors across the UAE. Approximately
10,000 of these devices have been
refurbished and distributed to schools
and educators around the world who
would otherwise lack the tools needed
to participate in digital education. The
remaining devices, deemed unfit for
reuse, were responsibly recycled,
diverting more than 120 tonnes of
e-waste from landfills. The campaign
also helped avoid the equivalent of
122 tonnes of CO, emissions and
conserve over 170,000 litres of fuel.
The DYOD initiative follows a
streamlined, impact-driven process.
Donors contribute their unused
electronics, which first undergo
secure data wiping to protect donors’
privacy. Devices that are suitable for
reuse are refurbished by Ecyclex, a
specialised partner, and then
delivered to students around the
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world. Electronics that cannot be
refurbished are safely recycled, with
any recovered value reinvested to
support refurbishment costs.

DYOD serves a powerful dual
purpose: bridging the digital divide
and promoting sustainability. The
initiative enables TDS to provide
essential learning tools at a fraction
of the cost of new devices,
empowering thousands of
underserved students to participate
in education. This campaign
exemplifies how innovation and
collaboration can drive meaningful
change in both education access and
environmental stewardship.
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STUDENT STORY

A BEACON OF CHANGE IN EGYPT

Empowered by the device
she received from TDS,
Arwa has developed
leadership qualities

At Gad El Karim One-School in Egypt, Arwa
Moawad Abdel Hamid has led a quiet
revolution. Known for her humility, honesty
and maturity as much as her academic
diligence, Arwa is respected by teachers and
admired by classmates. She is driven by her
thirst for knowledge and a deep desire to
help others.

When her school joined The Digital School,
Arwa was provided with a device. For Arwa, it
became more than a screen - it was a tool
for learning, leadership and compassion.
With access to educational apps, digital
Qur’an recitations and interactive platforms,
she not only expanded her own knowledge
but began helping others do the same.

One day, she noticed her classmate Sa’ida
struggling to read. Without being asked,
Arwa offered to mentor her. During break
times, and even after school, she used her
laptop to introduce letters, build words and
create joyful learning experiences for her
friend. Her commitment helped Sa’ida gain
the confidence and skills she needed to turn
struggle into success.

Arwa’s leadership now shapes the
classroom. She operates smartboards,
leads peer learning sessions and suggests
innovative ways to learn. She never seeks
attention, but her influence is felt throughout
her school.

Arwa has empowered herself and
her entire class: with the right tools and
spirit, one student can spark meaningful,
lasting change.

THE DIGITAL SCHOOL

101,000+

STUDENT BENEFICIARIES

518

TEACHERS TRAINED

40,000

SCHOOL BAGS
DONATED BY THE
EMIRATES RED CRESCENT

LEBANON EDUCATION CONTINUITY PROJECT

The Digital School launched the
Lebanon Education Continuity Project
in 2024 as a critical step in TDS’s
efforts to ensure uninterrupted
learning for students impacted by
ongoing crises. Initiated under the
direction of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of
the UAE, Ruler of Dubai, and in line
with the humanitarian campaign
launched by His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, the project more
than doubled its initial target of
40,000 students in its first year to
reach over 101,000 students.

The initiative operates across two
tracks. The first delivers digital
education via a free online platform
that provides lessons aligned with
the Lebanese national curriculum,
supported by smart offline solutions
to ensure accessibility in low-
connectivity areas. The second track
focuses on supporting education in
displacement and refugee centres.
To date, the project has been
implemented in 45 schools, where
more than 500 teachers have been
trained in digital education.

The project is being delivered in
collaboration with key partners.

The Human Aid and Development
Organisation (HAND) leads the
on-site implementation within the
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displacement and refugee centres
across Lebanon, leveraging HAND’s
deep experience in supporting
vulnerable families and delivering
sustainable solutions in education,
child protection, food security and
shelter. Alongside this, the Abdulla
Al Ghurair Foundation is funding the
education of students through its
Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee
Education Fund, and the Emirates
Red Crescent contributed 40,000
school bags to support learners on
the ground.

The Lebanon Education Continuity
Project reflects TDS’s commitment to
inclusive education in times of crisis.
By harnessing strong partnerships
and innovative delivery models, the
initiative is restoring access to
learning and offering stability, hope
and opportunity to Lebanon’s most
vulnerable students.

23



24

THE DIGITAL SCHOOL

SCALING IN AFRICA

The Digital School, in partnership with
the World Food Programme (WFP) and
the Southern African Development
Community (SADC), is advancing
inclusive digital education across
Africa through a strategic initiative
targeting vulnerable learners in remote
communities. The collaboration aligns
with the African Union’s 2024 Year of
Learning and the SADC Digital
Strategy, supporting education as a
driver for sustainable development.
The initiative was active in eight
African countries by the end of 2024:
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Angola, Egypt, Lesotho, Madagascar,
Mauritania, Namibia, Zambia, and
South Africa.

During the September 2023 United
Nations General Assembly in New York,
TDS and WFP signed a historic
agreement to combine digital
education opportunities with school
feeding programmes to allow children
in the Southern African region to learn,
perform better and broaden their
educational and livelihood
opportunities. Shortly after, in
November 2023, TDS, WFP and SADC
hosted a high-level meeting in Cape
Town, South Africa, involving several
ministerial representatives, including
Ministers of Education from SADC
member states. This meeting
concluded with a clear vision and call
to action towards developing a
transformative Digital Education
Roadmap for Equity and Inclusion in
the SADC, as well as the signing of
memorandums of understanding (MoU)
with three SADC member states.

At the World Governments Summit in
Dubai in February 2024, TDS signed
high-level MoUs with five more member
states, with the first cohorts of
educators beginning their professional
development courses in March 2024.

With a vision to deliver accessible,
quality education regardless of
geography, TDS continues to extend its
innovative model across Southern
Africa, ensuring that students in hard-
to-reach areas have the tools, content
and support to thrive in the digital age.

DIGITAL EDUCATION

JIALOGUES

LISTEN NOW

Scan the QR codes below to listen
to the Digital Education Dialogues

on Spotify or YouTube.

DIGITAL EDUCATION DIALOGUES

Launched in 2024 to coincide

with UNESCO’s first World Digital
Learning Day on 19 March, Digital
Education Dialogues is a pioneering
podcast co-moderated by Professor
Chris Dede of the Harvard Graduate
School of Education and Dr Waleed
Al Ali, Secretary General of The
Digital School. The podcast explores
the challenges, opportunities and
future of digital learning, particularly
for marginalised communities
around the world. In its first year,
the podcast produced 10 thought-
provoking episodes.

Each episode brings together
global education leaders,
researchers and practitioners to
explore key challenges and
innovations that are shaping the
digital learning landscape. Topics
have included the intersection
of school feeding and digital
education in Africa, discussed
by the World Food Programme’s
Dr Mengistab Haile; the future of
Al-powered learning with experts
Arnaud Dressen and Prof Ashok
Goel; and capacity-building for
educators in a digital age,
featuring insights from Rhonda
Bondie from the Harvard Graduate
School of Education and Amy
McGrath from Arizona State
University. Other episodes have
tackled digital education
accreditation, equitable access to
technology and student well-being
in virtual learning environments.
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Broadcast from the UAE to a
global audience, the podcast
underscores The Digital School’s
commitment to driving dialogue
and innovation in education. By
creating a platform for cross-sector
collaboration and knowledge
exchange, Digital Education
Dialogues supports TDS’s mission to
deliver high-quality, inclusive and
future-ready education - no matter
where students live or learn.

FEATURED GUESTS

Cameron C. Staples

CEO and President of the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges

Dr Menghestab Haile

World Food Programme Regionall
Director of Southern Africa

Arnaud Dressen
Founder and CEO of Wonda

Prof Ashok Goel

Professor of Computer Science and
Human-Centred Computing at Georgia
Institute of Technology

Rhonda Bondie

Director of the Hunter College
Learning Lab and Associate Professor
in Special Education

Amy McGrath

Vice President of Education Outreach at
Arizona State University and Managing
Director of ASU Prep Academies and
ASU Prep Global

Leandro Folgar
President of Ceibal

Youssef Chehade
Co-founder and Managing
Partner of Ecyclex

Dr Issam Smeir

Mental Health Program Manager
at World Relief
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The Digital School tracks its
impact through data, surveys
and research to understand
how its projects, programmes
and different interventions
help transform student
learning outcomes

1,448

STUDENTS SURVEYED
FROM FIVE COUNTRIES

84%

OVERALL SATISFACTION
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HOW TDS TRACKS SUCCESS

Impact is The Digital School’s
mission. Through its Measurement,
Evaluation, Research and Learning
(MERL) strategy, TDS assesses how
well it is driving meaningful change
in digital education. In 2024, MERL
plans were implemented across all
programme locations, tracking
infrastructure, educator training,
and student access, engagement
and learning outcomes.

TDS measures how training affects
educators’ skills, confidence and
classroom practice. It evaluates
curriculum reach and relevance,

ensures alignment with national
priorities and local needs and
monitors device distribution. While
connectivity is overseen by national
governments, The Digital School
collaborates with local partners to
improve internet access and offer
offline alternatives when needed.

At TDS, success is measured by
learner access, engagement and
progress. By embedding MERL into all
stages of its work and sharing insights
locally, TDS strengthens partnerships
and continuously improves its model
for digital learning.

LEARNER & EDUCATOR SELF-REFLECTION SURVEYS

One of the ways TDS implements its
MERL approach is by surveying its
beneficiaries and participants. In April
2024, TDS surveyed learners across
five countries to assess their
satisfaction, sense of belonging and
understanding of the digital learning
environment. It also conducted
educator surveys in several countries,

including Egypt, Lebanon, Mauritania,
Colombia and others, to evaluate
their experiences with TDS’s teacher
training materials and the digital
training platform. Moving forward,
TDS continues to expand and
enhance learner and educator
surveys across all courses as a core
element of its MERL approach.

Platform Engagement per Week Student Enjoyment

0-1TIMES
 2-3TIMES 90%
W 4-6 TIMES AGREED THEY
m 7-8 TIMES ENJOY THE
B MORE THAN DIGITAL LESSONS
8 TIMES ~.”
CE——
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The Digital School already has
several projects and initiatives
planned for the upcoming years
to drive continued growth,
innovation and expanded
impact in digital education.
Here’s a glimpse at what’s in
store for 2025 and beyond

GSujilED

Academies

-DEGA

wnod i alaall Gealisll denpaliil

Digital Educoice Hobal Acadery

SKILLED ACADEMIES

Launched at the World Governments
Summit 2025, SkillED Academies is a
transformative initiative by The
Digital School, in partnership with
the ATAYA Initiative of the Emirates
Red Crescent. Aimed at training

5 million youth across Africa in five
years, the initiative establishes
eight specialised academies
offering practical, market-driven
vocational programmes to bridge
the gap between education and
workforce needs. Geared towards
underserved communities, the
specialised academies will focus on
areas such as agriculture, sanitation
and public health, hospitality and
tourism, and more. By equipping
young people with future-ready
skills, the Academies empower them
to thrive in the digital economy

and contribute to sustainable
development across the continent.

THE FUTURE OF DEGA

In 2025, the Digital Educator Global
Academy aims to continue
expanding its mission to empower
digital educators worldwide.
Focused on accredited training,
DEGA plans to increase enrolments
in 2025 through a scalable,
accredited curriculum mapped

to international standards. New
courses, communities of practice
among DEGA alumni and Al-
enabled platform enhancements
will drive engagement and impact.
Expansion efforts will target a
further 20 countries globally, as well
as establishing new partnerships
with entities such as UNESCO, the
African Union and others. By
nurturing global networks and
digital competencies, DEGA aims to
strengthen education ecosystems
and prepare educators to lead in

a rapidly evolving digital world.
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EXPANDED
PARTNERSHIPS IN AFRICA

On the sidelines of the World
Governments Summit 2025 in
Dubai, The Digital School signed
memorandums of understanding
with four additional African
countries to expand digital
education to remote communities
in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Eswatini, Seychelles and
Uganda. This initiative,
implemented in partnership with
the World Food Programme and
the Southern African Development
Community, aims to deliver
accessible, quality education to
ensure students are equipped to
thrive in the digital age.

THE NEXT CHAPTER IN
DIGITAL EDUCATION

As The Digital School looks ahead to
2025 and beyond, it continues to
refine its model and expand its
impact by investing in innovative
technologies, enhancing connectivity
and championing affordable,
accessible digital education for
underserved communities. By
deepening strategic partnerships
around the world and advocating for
inclusive digital learning, TDS remains
committed to shaping a more
equitable global education
landscape. Digital education is not
only the future of education - it is the
education of the future, and The
Digital School is leading the way.
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